Fistulae are a recognised complication of severe diverticular disease. The After being informed of the management options, complications and probable need for a stoma she agreed to proceed with surgery. At laparotomy a large pelvic inflammatory mass involvedthe sigmoid colon, small bowel mesentery, uterus, bladder and both fallopian tubes. In the centre of the mass was a moderately sized thick walled abscess containing
Fistulae are a recognised complication of severe diverticular disease. The around 50 ml of thick green pus. Pus from this abscess was sent to bacteriology for culture and sensitivity, which revealed similar bacteria to that isolated from the vaginal swabs. The diseased sigmoid colon was carefully separated from the pelvic organs using sharp and blunt dissection. The diseased sigmoid colon was excised, and a stoma raised at a pre-marked site in the left iliac fossa. Primary anastomosis was considered unwise in view ofthe extent ofpelvic purulent contamination and inflammation ofsurrounding tissues. She made an uneventful post-operative recovery and was discharged home on the tenth postoperative day. Histopathology confirmed diverticulitis with fistula with no evidence of malignancy. She is scheduled to have a reversal of the Hartmann's procedure in due course.
DISCUSSION
The largest review ofdiverticular fistulae published in the literature is from the Cleveland Clinic, Ohio. Of 412 patients with surgically treated diverticular disease over a 26 year period,' 84 (20.4%) patients had internal fistulae. The commonest fistulawas from colon to bladder (65%) followed by vagina (25%).
Hysterectomies had been performed in 50% and 83% of females with colovesical and colovaginal fistulae respectively. There were three colouterine fistulae, the largest numberreported in any one series. A 20 year retrospective review from Canada of 42 patients with diverticulitis complicated by fistula formation revealed the majority of fistulae were colovesical (48%), followed by colovaginal (44%) and one colotubal fistula. There were no colouterine fistulae in this series. 
